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Smallpox in New Jersey — Statement of cases of smallpox which occurred in 
the State of New Jersey from April 1, 1899, to April 1, 1900. 
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Henry Mitchell, 

Secretary. 

No smallpox on steamship Reese Lee, at Memphis. 

Memphis, Tenn., April 10, 1900. 
Sir : Beferring to my telegram of the 4th, and Bureau telegram of the 
5th instant with reference to smallpox on steamer Reese Lee, I have the 
honor to report that the vessel arrived at this port to day and was 
boarded and inspected by me. It was found that there has been no 
sickness of any kind on board the steamer, and that the report of small- 
pox existing among her crew was unfounded. 

Eespectfully, D. E. Robinson, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8., In Command. 

Reports of States and yearly and monthly reports of cities of the United States. 

Alabama — Mobile. — Month of January, 1900. Estimated popula- 
tion, 37,817. Total number of deaths, 100, including enteric fever, 1, 
and 11 from tuberculosis. 

Month of February, 1900. Total number of deaths, 96, including 13 
from tuberculosis. 

California — Los Angeles. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 103,000. Total number of deaths, 171, including diphtheria, 
2 ; enteric fever, 3 ; whooping cough, 3, and 44 from tuberculosis. 

Oakland. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 75,000. 
Total number of deaths, 89, including 14 from tuberculosis. 

Sacramento. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 30,000. 
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Total number of deaths, 32, including enteric fever, 1, and 7 from 
phthisis pulmonalis. 

San Francisco. — Month of February, 1900. Estimated population, 
360,000. Total number of deaths, 664, including diphtheria, 5; enteric 
fever, 11, and 132 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Tendaysended March 10, 1900. Total number of deaths, 178, including 
diphtheria, 1 ; enteric fever, 1 ; scarlet fever, 1, and 27 from tuberculosis. 

Connecticut.— Eeports to the State board of health, for the month 
of March, 1900, from 165 towns having an aggregate estimated popula- 
tion of 909,720, show a total of 1,691 deaths, including diphtheria, 33; 
enteric fever, 16 ; measles, 32 ; scarlet fever, 7 ; whooping cough, 5, 
and 144 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Hartford. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 76,000. 
Total number of deaths, 122. including diphtheria, 6 ; enteric fever, 5 ; 
whooping cough, 1, and 17 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Illinois — Springfield. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated popula- 
tion, 35,000. Total number of deaths, 53, including scarlet fever, 1, 
and 3 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Iowa — Davenport. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 
42,000. Total number of deaths, 38, including enteric fever, 2, and 6 
from tuberculosis. 

De& Moines. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 78,000. 
Total number of deaths, 95, including 6 from tuberculosis. 

Louisiana — New Orleans. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated popu- 
lation, 300,000— white, 210,000; colored, 90,000. Total number of 
deaths, 692 — white, 395; colored, 297, including diphtheria, 2; enteric 
fever, 6 ; measles, 8 ; scarlet fever, 2 ; smallpox, 83, and 100 from tuber- 
culosis. 

Massachusetts — Lawrence. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated 
population, 59,072. Total number of deaths, 112, including diphtheria, 
4 ; enteric fever, 1, and 9 from tuberculosis. 

Michigan. — Eeports to the State board of health, Lansing, for the 
week ended April 7, 1900, from 79 observers indicate that pneumonia 
and pleuritis were less prevalent than in the preceding week. Phthisis 
pulmonalis was reported present at 160, measles at 110, scarlet fever at 
59, enteric fever at 31, diphtheria at 20, whooping cough at 15, small- 
pox at 8, and cerebro spinal meningitis at 3 places. 

Minnesota — Winona. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated popula- 
tion, 24,000. Total number of deaths, 28, including 3 from phthisis 
pulmonalis. 

New Hampshire — Manchester. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated 
population, 60,000. Total number of deaths, 100, including diphthe- 
ria, 2; scarlet fever, 1, and 11 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

New York. — Eeports to the State board of health, Albany, for the 
month of February, 1900, from 156 cities, towns, and villages having 
an aggregate estimated population of 7,400,000, show a total of 10,796 
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deaths, including diphtheria, 352 ; enteric fever, 122 ; measles, 206 ; 
scarlet fever, 119; whooping cough, 91, and 1,131 from phthisis pul- 
monalis. 

The Monthly Bulletin says : 

In addition to cases of smallpox referred to in the January Bulletin as 
existing at Mount Vernon, New Bochelle, and Fort Edward, cases have 
been reported from Otego, Niagara Falls, and Stockton. 

As the origin of the disease in the different localities can not be traced, 
it is urged that the health officers of the different municipalities of the 
State be on the alert for any outbreak of the disease, being careful to 
treat with suspicion cases claimed to be chicken pox, as it has been the 
experience of the State board of health during the past two years that 
many cases of smallpox were wrongfully diagnosed as chicken pox, with 
the result that the disease became epidemic in many localities of the 
State. 

It is advised that all local boards of health adopt and enforce rules 
requiring that all cases of supposed chicken pox be reported promptly 
to them by the attending physicians, in order that the cases may be 
kept under observation, if necessary, quarantined, until all doubt is at 
rest as to the true nature of the disease. 

As an aid in diagnosing a case of smallpox, note these data : If an 
adult ; if the initial fever was marked and lasted three days ; if the 
eruption came first on the face and is most abundant there ; and if there 
is any induration of the lesion, as of a papule having become vesicular, 
all these or any modification of them are quite conclusive of smallpox. 
No adult should be allowed at large with an eruption thought to be 
varicella; no case of vesicular exanthem preceded by marked fever, 
though the fever may have no characteristics differing from that of a 
severe cold ; no vesicular eruption so starting and coming mostly on 
the face, wrists (and frequently on the palms), is likely to be anything 
but smallpox ; and if there is any induration of the base of the vesicular 
lesions, all of these are held to be conclusive symptoms. In every case 
give the public the benefit of the doubt by taking all necessary precau- 
tionary measures. 

A case of smallpox should be quarantined as absolutely and remotely 
as possible, as infection from this disease goes a considerable distance — 
much further than that of any other infectious disease. 

Manage this by placing the patient not only in an upper room, or in 
a detached building, but by keeping the windows closed or covered 
with sheets damp with a bichloride solution on the side toward which 
exposure may take place. Persons caring for the patient must not 
mingle with others at all, nor must articles be taken from the room 
until disinfected. 

Vaccinate with fresh virus everyone exposed or anywhere about the 
neighborhood. Vaccinate in two places on the arm, scarifying the size 
of a split pea till there is a little oozing at insertion of the deltoid, and 
2 inches above on either edge of the muscle ; let it dry and cover with 
nothing. First clean the skin well with soap and water. 

Auburn. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 35,000. 
Total number of deaths, 40, including diphtheria, 1 ; enteric fever, 1 ; 
whooping cough, 2, and 4 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Kingston. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 26,000, 



915 April 20,1900 

Total number of deaths, 38, including scarlet fever, 1 ; measles, 1, and 
5 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

North Carolina — Charlotte. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated 
population, 29,000. Total number of deaths, 32, including 4 from 
phthisis pulmonalis. 

Ohio — Cleveland. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 
395,000. Total number of deaths, 623, including diphtheria, 12 f 
enteric fever, 29 ; scarlet fever, 6 ; whooping cough, 2 ; smallpox, 2, 
and 51 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Findlay. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 20,000. 
Total number of deaths, 31, including diphtheria, 1 ; enteric fever, l r 
and 3 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Oregon — Portland. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 
96,600. Total number of deaths, 82, including enteric fever, 3 ; scarlet 
fever, 1, and 10 from tuberculosis. 

Ehode Island — Newport. —Month of March, 1900. Estimated popu- 
lation, 21,500. Total number of deaths, 36, including scarlet fever, 1, 
and 6 from tuberculosis. 

Tennessee — Chattanooga. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated popu- 
lation, 40,000. Total number of deaths, 58, including whooping cough, 
2, and 12 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Nashville. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 110,834 — 
white, 69,389; colored, 41,445. Total number of deaths, 192— white, 
96 ; colored, 96, including diphtheria, 4 ; enteric fever, 5 ; measles, 3 ' f 
whooping cough, 3, and 34 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Utah — Ogden. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 
20,000. Total number of deaths, 40, including diphtheria, 1 ; scarlet 
fever, 1, and 1 from smallpox. 

West Virginia — Wheeling. — Three months ended March 31, 1900. 
Census population, 35,013. Total number of deaths, 158, including 
diphtheria, 3 ; enteric fever, 15, and 14 from phthisis pulmonalis. 



